
June 23, 2026

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information contact Skip Taylor

skip@osac.ca

Tomatoes Tried to Kill Me But Banjos Saved My Life isn’t just a show, it’s a cause. A heartfelt passion project that 

began as a nudge after Keith Alessi’s life took a major turn, it has been his mission to raise money for causes 

close to his heart. Through donations, including 100% of all artist fees, the show has raised over $1.2 Million 

Dollars (CAD) as of December 2025 for various charities including cancer organizations, music programs, 

community groups and artist funding and development.  All Proceeds from the performances at the King’s Head 

Theatre will benefit the theatres Angels of Angel program which supports creation and production of new 

theatrical productions.

The show has sold out runs across Canada, Off-Broadway in New York City, and at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 

in Scotland 3 years in a row. It has toured internationally, including Canada, the US, England, Scotland and 

Australia. Keith shares his exceptional true story of leaving the world of corporate board rooms behind to follow 

his long-delayed passion-playing the banjo!

When faced with a deadly cancer battle, his musical pursuit took him on a journey that became the key to saving 

his life. Told through authentic storytelling, heartfelt humor and music, Keith’s story is an uplifting tale of 

challenge, triumph, and the the healing power of the arts and music.

http://www.tomatoestriedtokillme.com

Tomatoes Tried to Kill Me But Banjos Saved My Life 
The Organization of Saskatchewan Arts Councils (OSAC) along with its member arts councils are proud to 

present Tomatoes Tried to Kill Me But Banjos Saved My Life. The performances are part of the 2026/2027 OSAC

Performing Arts Season Series.

OSAC presents over 300 live community and school performances annually, attended by a total audience of approximately 75,000. This is 

possible thanks to a dedicated network of volunteers committed to making culture an integral part of Saskatchewan community life, and vital 

funding from Saskatchewan Lotteries administered by SaskCulture and Canadian Heritage. Proceeds from Saskatchewan Lotteries 

benefit more than 12,000 non-profit sport, culture and recreation groups around the province.  Please refer to the attached tour schedule for 

times, dates and locations. For further information, please contact the local Arts Council or OSAC.  Please visit www.osac.ca for more 

information.
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Date and Time Location Contact

Keith Alessi

Thu. September 17, 2026 Darkhorse Theatre Grand Coteau Heritage & Cultural Centre

Joanne Gregoire

Shaunavon, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 297-7383

director.gchcc@shaunavon.com

15 6th Ave. E.

Fri. September 18, 2026 Luseland Homecoming Hall Luseland Arts Council

Jean Halliday

Luseland, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 372-4869

ljean.halliday@gmail.com

401 Grand Avenue

Sat. September 19, 2026 Majestic Theatre Biggar & District Arts Council

Stephen Hadden

Biggar, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 951-9076

shadden@gmail.com

322 Main Street

Tue. September 22, 2026 Estevan Royal Canadian Legion Estevan Arts Council

Adrienne Dechief

Estevan, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 308-2958

adriennedechief@gmail.com

1317 4th St.

Wed. September 23, 2026 Prince of Wales Cultural & Recreation Assiniboia & District Arts Council

Alison Lewis

Assiniboia, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 640-7031

lewisal@sasktel.net

201 - 3rd Avenue West

Thu. September 24, 2026 Event Centre Swift Current Arts Council

Helen Arnold

Swift Current, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 741-1177

swiftcurrentartscouncil@sasktel.net

1401 North Service Road E
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Date and Time Location Contact

Keith Alessi

Sat. September 26, 2026 Leader Community Centre Leader & District Arts Council

Treena Redman

Leader, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 628-7654

leaderartscouncil@gmail.com

402 1st Ave W

Mon. September 28, 2026 Norman Ritchie Community Centre Kindersley & District Arts Council

Sam Motier

Kindersley, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 838-3660

sammotier@gmail.com

1023 1st Street West

Wed. September 30, 2026 Shellbrook & District Arts Council

Tracy Azevedo07:30 PM

(306) 714-7274

jtazevedo@sasktel.net

Shellbrook Theatre

101 1 Ave W
Shellbrook, SK.

Thu. October 01, 2026 The Historic Post Office Melfort Arts Council

Karen Eckhart

Melfort, SK.

07:30 PM

(403) 880-8769

performingchair@melfortartscouncil.com

302 Main St.

Fri. October 02, 2026 Churchill Community High School La Ronge Arts Council

Connie Haugen

La Ronge, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 420-7572

Haugie67@gmail.com

Bag Service #7500, 1201 Hildebrand 

Drive

Sat. October 03, 2026 Evergreen Centre Nipawin Performing Arts Group

Celia Schreiner

Nipawin, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 862-1562

celiaschreiner1@gmail.com

300 Evergreen Dr
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Date and Time Location Contact

Keith Alessi

Mon. October 05, 2026 St. Stephen's United Church - Hudson Hudson Bay Allied Arts Council

John Daisley

Hudson Bay, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 865-7502

j.daisley1@outlook.com

230 Main St. P.O. Box 246

Tue. October 06, 2026 St. Andrew's United Church - Yorkton Yorkton Arts Council

Abanti Banerjee

Yorkton, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 783-8722

administrator@yorktonarts.ca

29 Smith St E

Wed. October 07, 2026 Moosomin Community Theatre Moosomin & District Arts Council

Terry Grant

Moosomin, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 434-6240

terjendk@sasktel.net

Box 1318, 610 Main Street

Thu. October 08, 2026 Sturgis Community Hall Whitehawk Arts Council Inc.

Miles Russell

Sturgis, SK.

07:30 PM

(306) 547-8517

russella@sasktel.net

80 Hudson Street

Information current as of June 23, 2026. Please visit osac.ca for updates and additional performance information.
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