
Arts Council Feature:  

The Grand Coteau Heritage & Cultural Centre in Shaunavon 

 

Unveiling of the painting depicting the origin of the Town of Shaunavon at the Grand Coteau Heritage & Cultural Centre. More photos below. 

 

In 2008, the Canadian Conservation Institute (CCI) accepted for treatment, an historic 1914 painting of 

the Town of Shaunavon.  The Grand Coteau Heritage & Cultural Centre in Shaunavon became the 

guardians of this 9 foot long painting when it was rescued from the back of a truck destined for the 

dump by a local history lover.  The painting hung in the local heritage exhibit area for many years until 

the Centre learned of CCI’s program for treatment.  CCI periodically accepts applications for treatment 

which is done at no charge except for shipping.  It took the Centre some time to figure out how best to 

ship the painting to Ottawa but it finally made its way east in November of 2011.  

  

The painting itself was created on three separate canvas panels and then adhered to wood to create the 

long panoramic effect.  A great deal of bubbling and cracking had occurred in addition to some paint loss 

and accumulation of dirt.  CCI cleaned the painting, removed the canvas panels and then readhered 

them to remove the bubbling and repair the cracking.  Finally, some inpainting was done to match the 

original colours and repairs were made to the original, ornate frame.  Total treatment hours by CCI staff 

totalled 978.26.  

  

The origin of the painting remains a bit of a mystery.  “E. Mayeur” is the artist signature both on the 

canvas and on the back of the wood that it is adhered to.  The Centre has been unable to find any 

information on who this may have been.   

  

The painting arrived back in Shaunavon in May, 2015 and an unveiling was held in conjunction with 

Museums Day on May 20.  The painting is a treasure for the community and a few of the buildings 

depicted still stand today!  It will remain hanging in the gallery into the foreseeable future so that 

visitors and locals can share in the richness of its artistry and story.  

 

Submitted by Wendy Thienes 

http://www.shaunavonmuseum.ca/
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