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Like many communities in Saskatchewan, the setting of almost every event in Leader is 
the Community Hall. This also happens to be the venue for our performing arts shows 
that we, the Leader & District Arts Council, bring to our community. The hall, which was 
built in 1982, has been the perfect venue for us over the years. However, a few things 
had become over the years…well…quite dated.  
 
In 2013 Leader, and most of the communities surrounding it, celebrated their Centennial. 
In the months leading up to the big celebration, the town did some upgrading, including 
redoing the kitchen in the hall. While this was a great added bonus to our venue, the one 
thing that we felt needed to be addressed was the sound system. The halls system was 
the original from 1982, and we were borrowing the system from The Grand Ole Opry 
group, who put on a big charity show every year. They were kind enough to let us use it, 
but required that we use their sound guy. After a couple shows of working with this 
person, we knew it wasn’t going to work and decided to look into the option of working 
with the town to get a new system.  
 
Our president, Treena Redman, had recently attended an OSAC Sound Workshop in 
Melfort. While working with the system they were using at the workshop, she knew that 
was the one we needed. She asked GV Audio to come to our hall to do a demo, and we 
invited members of the Town Council and representatives of other organizations in town 
who use the hall on a frequent basis. From that night a fundraising committee was 
formed, and the mayor asked Treena to present the whole idea to Council. Council 
approved a loan to buy the new system on the stipulation that it is paid back within two 
years. This was in June 2013, and by October the loan was paid in full – only four 
months later! That’s the power of dedicated volunteers with a mission!  
 
By Travis Boser 
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