
Arts Council Feature: Follow-Up Story 
 

 

 

Painter of Restored 1914 Painting Identified 
 
In the last Arts Council Feature on August 6, we shared a story from the Grand Coteau 
Heritage & Cultural Centre in Shaunavon about their recently restored historic panoramic 
painting. The artist "E.Mayeur" has long remained a mystery...until now. 
 
Shortly after publishing the story, we received this message from Laurier Gareau: 
 
"I read with great interest the piece on the restoration of the E Mayeur painting of the Town of 
Shaunavon in the most recent eMagazine and I might be able to shed some light on the artist. I 
knew I had come across the name in the past and a quick search of Le Patriote de l'Ouest 
online reveals that E Mayeur was Émile Mayeur, who had studied painting for seven years at 
l'École des Beaux Arts de Paris (Paris's School of Fine Arts). According to a story in Le Patriote 
de l'Ouest, in April 1920, the author of the piece had met Mayeur in Dumas Saskatchewan and 
had learned that he had left Paris, because of his health, after winning several prizes. He had 
settled in Dumas in 1911 and had become a farmer. He had painted a Chemin de la croix (the 
Way of the Cross) for the church in Wauchope. In 1920, he had an exhibition of his works in 
Regina which included a lifesize painting of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, one of the Prince of Wales, one 
of Father Bellemare, priest at Dumas, as well as the panoramic view of the town of Shaunavon. 
The exhibition was held in Saint Mary's Hall in Regina. Many of his paintings were religious in 
nature, like Saint Sébastien. This article published in le Patriote de l'Ouest on April 14, 1920 
was written by F.X. Chauvin who was a French-speaking school inspector at the time."   
See full article here. 
 
Thank you, Laurier! 
 
This is a wonderful development in the remarkable story behind this work of art, which was 
rescued from a truck destined for the dump. The original story on the restoration of the painting 
and more images can be found here. 
 

http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/newspapers/PDW/1920/04/14/2/Ar00200.html?query=newspapers|Mayeur|%28publication%3APDW%29|score
http://osac.ca/images/Arts_Council_Feature_-_Grand_Coteau.pdf

